Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Operations and
Epidemiology in Rhode Island
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It is important to recognize the history of racial and
ethnic discrimination in which the term “marijuana”
has been used, popularized, and connected to the
War on Drugs.

Using the Terms
. .n This report uses the terms “cannabis” and
cannabls Versus Ma"luana “marijuana” to most accurately and clearly

communicate the data.

The term, cannabis, is more scientifically accurate
and racially and ethnically sensitive. It will be used
throughout the presentation to refer to Rhode
Island’s legislation legalizing adult use (i.e., The
Rhode Island Cannabis Act) as well as in reference to
other related topics.

The term, marijuana, will be used to reference the
State’s program for medical use (i.e., Rhode Island
Medical Marijuana Program). It will also be used
when reporting on standardized State and national
surveys.




Rhode Island Cannabis Act

Adult-use cannabis was legalized in Rhode Island in May 2022. Retail sales began on
December 1, 2022.
» Cannabis Control Commission and Cannabis Advisory Board

* Three positions were mandated by the legislature and funded
through the State’s cannabis sales tax:

v BHDDH: Associate Administrator Il (Sarah Hall)
v RIDOH: Public Health Epidemiologist (Madison Rivard)

o RIDOH: Communications Specialist (backfill currently in
recruitment)




Overview of Cannabis Operations

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental
Disabilities & Hospitals (BHDDH)




Cannabis Programming, Behavioral Health Division of BHDDH

Sarah Hall, MPA, Associate Administrator Il
Cannabis Programming, Behavioral Health Division of BHDDH, focused on:

Substance Use Disorder Prevention for Adults and Youth, including;:

* Education and Public Awareness Campaigns
* Treatment and Recovery Support Services

* Research, Data Collection, and Surveillance

* Enforcement - TBD
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Cannabis Programming, Behavioral Health Division of BHDDH

Prevention Program Administration
e Evidence-Based Programs and Activities through Regional Prevention Coalitions, Municipal Task Forces,
and Student Assistance Counselors (Middle and High Schools)

Treatment Services
e Surveillance- centralized incident reporting, response, and communication
e Administration of Programming in Rhode Island-Licensed Substance Use Treatment Facilities

Recovery Services
e Recovery Community Centers

e Recovery Housing
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Overview of Cannabis Operations

Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH)




§ddq
'5'1 '?6'

oRE 154,
L]
1. =  Rhode Island Department of Health o
'}. ™ - Nationally Accredited Since 2015 Interim Director
ol Utpala Bandy, MD, MPH |
*‘ENT ot
Associate Director I Associate Director Il

Public Health

Operations
Seema Dixit

Sandra Powell

Division of DE!HSIO!‘I i
Eeee=ncy Emrr;:wal Division of et
ivisi i Pr edness and N i
et Office of Workforce Office of Policy, mﬂz":’;ﬂ B e Catherine Feeney Healthcare Quality Division of State Office of ““'“;“,,ﬂ’;’,‘,‘;ﬁ':‘"“
s | | Cevtemmencans | | “evning | | Gl | | e couene | | oo | | ganseen ) | aborwories | | sutemecin | | i campne
" gagement rategy . . : : nn er, miners
Functions . R i Jacqueline Kelley Medical Director R . - Cindy Vanner Medical Director
Utpala Bandy, MD, Qe Dy, - Fmﬂ'emm Oiutosin Ojugbele,
MPH Medical Director : MD, MPH
Suzanne Bornschein, Olutosin Ojugbele,
MD MD, MPH
Finance Office of Learning Office of Health Center for Health Center for Acute Center for Center for Center for Center for Chronic
Alisha Cofella, and Growth Regulation Data and Infectious Disease Healthy Homes Professional Environmental Care and Disease
CFO Thomas Campbell Zachary Garceau Analysis and Epidemiology and Environment Licensing, Boards Sciences Management
Public Health Daniela Quilliam Mike Simoli and Commissions Rajendra Nancy Sutton
B N Informatics Bruce Todesco Kothavade
Legal Services Office of Employee Offfice of Public Samara Viner-
Kenny Aiston, Relations, Wellness, Affairs and Center for Center for Center for
Counsel and Recognition Legislation COVID-19 Food Protection Center for Center for Health Promotion
Brendan Peltier Neil Hytinen Epidemiology Brendalee Viveiras Health Facilities Forensic Sciences Tara Cooper
Center for Health Jaime Comella Regulation Cara Lupino
Information Systems Policy Digne Pelietier
Technology Office of Academic and Planning Center for Drinking Center for
Sudipta Singh Affairs and Mike Dexter Center for HIV, Water Quality Center for Perinatal and
Accreditation Hepatitis, STD, and Amy Parmenter Center for Biological Sciences Early Childhood
Laurie Leonard TB Epidemiology Emergency Medical Richard Huard, Health
DCAMM Center for Public Thomas Bertrand Services PhiD Blythe Berger, PhD
Health Jason Rhodes
Commuvication -
Human Andrea Bagnall Center for Center for Clinical Center for
Resources Degos Emergency Toxicology & Preventative
Preparedness Laboratory Support Services
Louis Marchetti, ici
Public Information A?;?g“;?ﬁ;fﬁ PhD ’ et Washborn
Officer
Joseph Wendelken Center for
Maternal & Child
Health
Center for Deborak Garneau
Vital Records
Raseann Giorgianni
Health Equity
Institute /HEZ
Micheile Wilson
Chris Ausura

October 2023



Overview: Rhode Island Medical Marijuana Program

* Medical marijuana was legalized in Rhode Island in 20060.
* Eligible patients must also be Rhode Island residents.

* Patients have the option to designate one caregiver and one authorized
purchaser.

* As of 2023, there is no fee for a Rhode Island Medical Marijuana Card and

no taxes are collected at the point of sale.




Overview: Rhode Island Medical Marijuana Program

Approved qualifying medical conditions, include:

* Cancer or cancer treatment, including chemotherapy or radiation

* Glaucoma or glaucoma treatment

 Positive status for HIV or treatment for HIV

* AIDS or treatment for AIDS

* Hepatitis C or treatment for hepatitis C

* A chronic or debilitating disease or medical condition or its treatment that produces one or more of the following:
Cachexia or wasting syndrome
Severe, debilitating, chronic pain

Severe nausea

Seizures, including but not limited to those characteristic of epilepsy

Severe and persistent muscle spasms, including but not limited to those characteristic of multiple sclerosis or
Crohn's disease

Agitation related to Alzheimer's Disease




Cannabis Data Surveillance
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Cannabis Data Surveillance

Surveillance is the ongoing systematic collection, analysis, and
interpretation of health-related data for use in the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of public health practice
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Cannabis-Related Data Sources

Cannabis-Specific

Point of Sale Data from the Rhode Island Department of
Business Regulation (DBR) and Metrc

Rhode Island Medical Marijuana Program (MMP)

Surveys

Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey (BRFSS)
Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System (PRAMS)

Rhode Island Student Survey (RISS)

Rhode Island Young Adult Survey (RIYAS)

Healthcare
 ESSENCE
* National EMS Information System (NEMSIS)

* Hospital Discharge Data

Other

* Toxicology

¢ Vital Records

« State Unintentional Drug Overdose Reporting System
* Office of the State Medical Examiners (OSME)

*  Motor Vehicle Crash Data from NHTSA




Age Distribution of Medical Marijuana Patients in Rhode Island
2023
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Medical versus Adult-Use Cannabis Sales in Rhode Island

Medical sales have continued to decrease while adult-use sales have steadily increased
since adult-use legalization. Combined total sales in September 2023 were $9,633,352.
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Cannabis Sales by Product Type

Pre-packaged bud, raw pre-rolls, and edibles have been the most popular cannabis products
sold at Rhode Island compassion and hybrid centers.
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Cannabis-Related ED Visits
Data in Rhode Island




Cannabis Data Sources and Definition

« Data Sources: Electronic Surveillance System for the Early Notification of Community-Based
Epidemics (ESSENCE) and electronic medical records from emergency department (ED) visits
collected from 10 Rhode Island hospitals.

* Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)-defined definition of cannabis-related:

ICD-10 codes (F12.1, F12.2, F12.9, or T40.7)

OR e Marijuana o MJ e Brownie
: : e Cannabis e Hash e Kush
Chief complaint text: e Mary Jane . Weed e Blunt
e THC e Hashish e Joint
e Smoke wet e Hemp
e Smoke pot e Ganja
e Ingest, edible, or smoke e Reefer




All Cannabis-Related ED Visits, 2016-2023
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All Cannabis-Related ED Visits, 2016-2023
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All Cannabis-Related ED Visits, 2022-2023
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All Cannabis-Related ED Visits, 2022-2023
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Cannabis-Related ED Visits, Patients Younger than 21
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Cannabis-Related ED Visits, Patients Younger than 21
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Cannabis-Related ED Visits, Patients Older than 21
2022 - 2023
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Cannabis-Related ED Visits, Patients Older than 21

2022 - 2023

Emergency department
visits related to cannabis
use were most prevalent in
30 - 39 year age group.
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Subpopulation analyses
* Rhode Islanders younger than 21

* Variance of use among Rhode Islanders
ages 30 to 39

* Primary/secondary impression of ED visits

Emergency Medical Services data
(NEMSIS)

Linking databases

Surveys on reported use for vulnerable
populations

Cannabis Data Surveillance, RIDOH, November 3, 2023



Thank you!

Questions? Comments?

Madison K. Rivard, MPH Sarah Hall, MPA

Public Health Epidemiologist, Cannabis Use Administrator

Substance Use Epidemiology Program :
Rhode Island Department of Health Rhode Island Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental

Madison.Rivard@health.i.gov Disabilities & Hospitals
Sarah.Hall@bhddh.ri.gov

Division of Behavioral Health
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